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Amendments to the Claims; 

1 . (currently amended) A method for automatic payment of a software lic ense fee 
to a licensor for a service program which is run by and licensed to a service arrangement, 
jfl^ vhioh tho servic e arrangement OKeoutoo the followi n g otcpo of tho method comprising : 

receiving input information from a user device of a user of the a service offered 
by the service arrangement; 

processing the received input information with the service program and rendering 
output information available; 

d et ermining ■ oorvio e payment information for th e procooaing of tho input 
information of tho uoer device with th e gervico program; 

sending the available output information and, ao tho oooo may bo, also the 
determined oervic e payment infotmatio a to the user device; 

deteimining software license settlement information from at least one of the 
determined service payment the output information signals; and 

sending the determined software license payment information to a pay system for 
automatic payment of the software license fee for the service program to the licensor, 
which pay system provides a bill for the software license fee for the use of the service 
program by the an operator of the service arrangemen t, which biJl i s based on the 
re c e iv e d sent software license payment information. 

2. (currently amended) A The method as claimed in of claim 1 , in which wherein 
the service arrangement runs a speech recognition program and the servic e arrang e m e nt 
receives including; 

receiving speech information of a dictation of a the user as the input information* 
and - proeoo o e g th e sam e with tho a recognition program 
processing the speech information, an d in which 

recognizing text information of the dictation recognized from the received speech 
information by tho flpooch recognition prog ram send 

sending the recognized text i nformation by the speech recognition program is sent 
as the output information to the user device of the user of the service arrangement. 
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3. (currently amended) A The method as claim e d m of claim 1, **-whieh a^ereiii 
an identification umber of the service program is entered in the software license payment 
information during the an installation of the software of the service program and is stored 
by the service arrangement. 

4. (currently amended) A Ifee method ao claim e d in of claim 1 , m which wherein 
, the $ofhvare license payment information is stored in encoded form by the service 

arrangement. 

5. (currently amended) A The method oo claimed in of claim 1, in which wherein 
the service arrangement executes at least two service program in parallel and in which the 
service arrangement takes these at least two service programs into account when the 
software license payment information is determined. 

6. (currently amended) A transcription service arrangement for offering a 
transcription service and for delermining software license payment information, to enable 
an automatic payment of a software license fee for a speech recognition program run by 
the transcription service arrangement to a licensor, comprising: 

receiving means for receiving speech information of a dictation from a 
user device of a user of the transcription service, and comprising 

speech recognition means which, when the speech recognition program is 
run, are arranged for processing the received speech information and for providing text 
information winch is recognized from the received speech information, and comprising 

service payment means for determining service payment information for 
the transcription of the user's speech information, and comprising 

service send means for sending the recognized text informationa and, as th e 
cas e may bo, olao the s e rvic e payment information to th e us e r d e vic e, and oompriaing 

software license payment means for determining the software license 
payment information from at least on e of the determined service payment information 
signals based on the recognized text information , and 
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eemptitm* software license send means for sending the determined software 
license payment information to a pay system whi ch is provided for preparing a bill for the 
software license fee on the basis of the received software license payment information for 
the use of the speech recognition program by the operator of the transcription service 
arrangement. 

7. (currently amended) A The. transcription service arrangement as olaimod in of claim 6, 
in whkA wherein the software license payment means are arranged for detecting a 
manipulation of the determined service payment information and for detecting a 
manipulation of the determined software license payment information. 

8. (currently amended) A The transcription service arrangement qd claimod in of claim 6 3 
in which wherein the software license payment means are arranged for requesting a new 
prepaid balance from the pay system when the prepaid balance stored in the pay system 
fta^ flfnrly v.™™ iimd u p reached a prede t ermined value . 

9. (currently amended) A The transcription service arrangemen t as claimod in of claim 6, 
in which wherein the software license send means are provided for periodically sending 
the determined software license payment information to the pay system even when the 
speech recognition program was not run in the payment interval by the transcription 
service arrangement 

10. (currently amended) A pay system for automatic payment of a software license fee 
for a service program run by a service arrangement, comprising receiving means for 
receiving software license payment information from the service arrangement, which 
runs the service program so that input information is processed by a user device, and 
output information is delivered to the user device, and comprising software license billing 
means for processing the received software license payment information and for 
preparing a bill for the software license fee for the use of the service program by the 
operator of the service arrangement based on the output information. 
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1 ] . (currently amended) A The pay system for automatic payment aa claimed in of claim 
10, in - whioh wherein the software license billing means are provided for deducting the 
amount of the available bill from a prepaid balance of the operator of the service 
arrangement. 

12. (currently amended) A computer program product which can be directly loaded into 
the interna] memory of a digital computer and comprises software code sections, in which 
the computer executes the steps of the method as claimed in claim 1 when th e product 
runa on the computer . 

« 

13- (currently amended) A The computer program product aa claimed in of claim 1 2, m 
which wherein it is stored on a medium that can be read by a the digital computer. 

14. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein the input information comprises a dictation by 
the user, the processing of the received dictation comprising determining a number of 
words in the dictation. 

1 5. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein the input information comprises a dictation by 
the user, the processing of the received dictation comprising determining a number of 
editing operations during a transcription of the dictation* 
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